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March 31, 2021
Dear Friends, 

What opportunity is in front of you today? I often reflect on the fact that life is comprised of an endless stream of 
opportunities that can be used or wasted.  Needless to say, the COVID pandemic has thrown a curveball on our ministry 
in Charleville. We notice that people have become more fearful and avoid interactions with others. We are also under strict 
protocol as a church and are limited on the number of people who can attend services. These things do not make for an 
ideal scenario in our work, but through it all, we are determined not to squander any opportunity to reach others. This is 
the time to invest in people and to plant biblical truth. 

Recently, President Macron decided to reintroduce stay-at-home orders for a duration of one month.  Any movement 
over six miles from our home requires a government permission slip. We have also been under a curfew (7 pm - 6 am) for 
the last six months. Frankly, we thought that these days were behind us, but the infection rate has increased and hospitals 
are filled to capacity.  On a positive note, we are free to hold Sunday services. At a time when even schools are closed, we 
praise God that churches are allowed to meet. 

Daniel Opeoluwa (13 years old) has come to our church for 
the last three years. He spent the first two years attending Janice’s 
class with his siblings before moving up to the teen and adult 
class this past September. We have dealt with him one-on-one 
many times, but he would always say that he wasn’t ready to make 
a decision. On March 28, after the morning service, I asked him, 
“Don’t you think it’s time for you to be saved?”  He is a young 
man of few words, so his answer was to the point: “Yes, Pastor, I 
am ready.”  Daniel placed his faith in Christ that day and is now 
a child of God. 

In the past four years, our area has become saturated with 
foreigners seeking asylum. Vivier-au-Court, a town 10 minutes 
from our church, is where the government has been sending 
some of the refugees as they go through the years-long process. 
What a wonderful opportunity it has been for our church to reach 
these sweet people who are generally hungry for the Gospel and 
are more open than ever because of the trials they have been through. The reality though is that many don’t receive their 
paperwork and are forced to move on. Those who do receive visas are obligated to leave our area because the government 
wants them to go to a bigger city where jobs and housing are more readily available. Daniel’s family is an example of this 
unfortunate situation. Only days after his salvation, the authorities gave his family papers but refused their request to stay 
in Charleville. Others in our congregation will be leaving in the next few weeks. It is a poignant reminder for us to take 
advantage of every opportunity to win people and to disciple them while we can. 

In Christ,

Danny & Janice Flowers
Lydia, Kara, Lincoln & Grant
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